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Summary

The accession to the EU of Bulgaria and Romania brought Moldova as a new and
unknown neighbour to the doorstep of the enlarged Union. Therefore, it would seem obvious
that academic debates as well as policies of national and international actors would have to
adapt to this further advancement of the frontier of European integration. However, Western
Europe and the United States have given comparatively little attention to Moldova and the
wider geopolitics of the Black Sea region, including the actions of the other big actor in the
region: Russia. This is all the more serious if one takes into account the severe political
divisions and unresolved conflicts that linger in the area. One of them is the Transnistria
conflict in Moldova.

As a contribution to the Moldova-related research agenda, this book analyses the
interests, official position, actual impact and potential role of the EU in Moldova's internal
conflict with the Transnistrian separatists and the related external tensions between Moldova
and Russia. For this to be possible, it also reassesses the Transnistria conflict, its causes and
its implications. Contrary to the widely held assumption that the conflict is ethnically based, it
is found to be mainly a clash of elites and geopolitical interests.

So far, the EU has had a rather limited involvement in the international conflict
resolution efforts and even in Moldova in general. However, this book concludes that it is
becoming increasingly more important, more possible and more likely for the EU to
contribute to the resolution of the Transnistria conflict, but that the scope of EU actions in
Moldova and Transnistria highly depends on the relations with - and actions of - other
geopolitical actors such as the United States and Russia. Furthermore, it offers
recommendations for future EU policies directed at Moldova.

This book includes the findings of various research trips to Moldova, Transnistria and

neighbouring countries.
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Rezumat

Integrarea Bulgariei si Romaniei in UE a adus Republica Moldova la portile Uniunii
ca vecinul nou si necunoscut. Atunci ar fi logic sd fie adaptate si discursuri academici i
politici la ultima avansare spre est ale frontierei Europene. Totusi Europa de Vest si Statele
Unite pand acum nu au dat chiar multd atentie Moldovei si geopoliticei Marii Negre, nici
actiunilor celuilalt actorul mare in zona: Rusiei. Acest fapt este mult mai serios daca luam in
consideratia diviziunile politice serioase §i conflictele nerezolvate in zona. Unul dintre ele
este conflictul transnistrean Th Republica Moldova.

Ca o contributie pentru agenda cercetarii despre Republica Moldova, cartea aceasta
analizeaza interesele, pozitia oficiala, impactul adevarat si rolul potential Uniunii Europene in
conflictul intern al Republicii Moldovei cu separatisti transnistreni precum si legate tensiunile
externe cu Federatia Rusa. Pentru acest efort, lucrarea reevalueaza si conflictul transnistrean
insusi, precum si cauzele si implicatiile lui. Impotriva prepunerilor frecvente, conflictul nu are
o bazd etnica Incat este fundat pe interese diferite ale elitelor si actorilor geopolitici.

Pand acum, Uniunea Europeand nu a fost foarte activa in efortul international de a
rezolva conflictul transnistrean si in relatiile generale cu Republica Moldova. Totusi lucrarea
aceasta ajunge la concluzie ca acum este din ce in ce mai important, mai posibil §i mai
probabil ca Uniunea Europeana va contribui la rezolvarea conflictului, dar cd mult va depinde
de relatii cu alte actorii geopolitici ca Statele Unite si Rusia si de actiunile lor. In sfarsit,
lucrarea ofera recomandarii pentru politica viitoare a Uniunii Europene in legdtura cu
Republica Moldova.

Aceasta cartea este bazatd si pe diverse excursii de cercetare in Republica Moldova,

Transnistria si statele vecine.
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Pe3omMme

B pesynbrate BecryruieHus B EBponeiickuii Coro3 bonrapuu n Pymbiaun Moingosa,
SIBJISIFOIIASACS HOBBIM M MAaJOM3BECTHBIM cocenoMm EBpomeiickoro Coro3a, okasanach Ha
nopore pacmmuperHoro Coro3a. B ¢Bsi3u ¢ 3TUM 04E€BHIHO, YTO B aKaJeMHYecKou cdepe, a
Takke B Kpyrax, GopMHUPYIONIHX HAITUOHATHHYIO U MEXTYHAPOIHYIO IMOJIUTUKY, JOJHKESH OBLIT
OBl BO3HUKHYTh COOTBETCTBYIOIIMI HHTEPEC K TAaKOMY paciiupeHuto npezenos EBponeiickoit
nHrerpaiuu. OgHako 3amanHas EBpoma m CoenuHeHHble LITaThl ynenuian CpaBHUTEIBHO
Majio BHUMaHusI MosoBe u reonoautuke YepHOMOPCKOro peruoHa, B TOM YHCIIE JEUCTBUIM
eni€ OJJHOTO BaXHOTO UTPOKa B perrnoHe —Poccun. Takoe oTHOIIEHHE yCyryOJsercs eme u
CYILIECTBOBAHMEM B PErUOHE psfa MOJUTHUYECKUX pPA3HOINIACUA U HEpa3pelIeHHBIX
KOH()JTMKTOB, OJTHUM U3 KOTOPBIX SIBISIETCS MPUTHECTPOBCKUNA KOHMIUKT B MooBe.

B nanHoii paboTe aHamuM3MpyIOTCS HMHTEpechl, odulMagbHas MO3UILMS, pealbHOEe
BIIMSIHUE U TIOTeHIMaNbHast posib EC Bo BHyTpeHHEeM KOHGIUKTe MOJIOBEI C cenapaTUCTaMu
[IpuaHEeCTpOBbS U CBSI3aHHOE C ATUM BHEIIHEMOJUTUYECKOE HAMpsKEeHUE Mexay MolgoBoit
u Poccueit. Jlna ocymiecTBieHUs 3TUX 337a4, B paboTe MPOBOAUTCS HOBBIM aHAINU3 CUTYAIlUU
cBs3aHHOM ¢ [IpugHecTpoBCKUM KOH(DIUKTOM, €ro MpUYUH U CIEACTBUIN. Bompeku mupoko
pacupoCcTpaHEHHOMY MPEIIOJIIOKEHUI0O 00 ATHUYECKOM MPOUCXOXACHHU KOH(MIUKTa, B
paboTe TOKa3aHO, YTO OTO MPEUMYIICCTBEHHO KOH(MIUKT OJJIUT W TCOMOJUTHICCKHUX
HWHTEPECOB.

Jlo Hacrosmero BpeMenu, poib EC B paspemennn koHpukTa u qesareabHocTs EC B
MonzaoBe B 1eiaOM OBUIM JOBOJBHO OrpaHMYeHHBIMU. OJHAKO BBIBOJIOM JIaHHOW pPaOOThHI
SIBJIsSIETCS TO, uTo yyactue EC B pa3perieHun mpuaHeCcTPOBCKOTO KOH(IIMKTA CTAHOBUTCS BCE
0oJiee BaXXHBIM, TIPH 3TOM BO3PACTAIOT BO3MOXHOCTH M BEPOSITHOCTh AKTHBU3AIMU TAKOTO
yuactus. [Ipu stom macmtad aeticreuit EC B Monnose u [IpunnectpoBbe OyaeT 3aBUCETh OT
oTHomIeHWH EBpocoro3a ¢ ApyrMMHM reonoJIMTUYECKUMHU Urpokamu, Takumu kak CIIA nu
Poccus. bonee toro, nannast pabora mpeajaraeT peKoMeHIAIUuU JIJIs TallbHeUIel MOTUTHKA
EC B otHOmIEHNN MOJII0BBI.

B pabote ncnonb3ytoTcs CBEACHHsI, COOpaHHBIE aBTOPOM BO BpeMsI HAYYHBIX TO€3/10K

B MOJ'II[OBy, HpPII[HCCTOpBLe H COCCAHUC CTPAHBI.



